Psychology of Society Intensive, December 2011

	How do we really think and make decisions?  How aware are we about our decision making process and why we do the things?  How much do outside influences (our environment, experiences, current situation) affect what we think and do?  How much of our thinking is conscious and how much goes on “behind the locked doors” of our unconscious?  These are just a few of the introspective questions that a small group of nine Greene School students spent seven days exploring investigating.  
	The students started by getting background knowledge, looking at some of the more interesting and famous experiments in Psychological History.  They read articles and watched short films on topics ranging from Obedience to Authority (Stanley Milgram), to Conformity to the Norm, to Cognitive Dissonance.  They engaged in lively intellectual discussions in class and continued these at home with the use of a blog.  As a class we designed and implemented tour own experiment based off of one of these readings (The Bystander Effect).  The students analyzed their results and evaluated what went part of the experimental design process went well and what needed improvement.
	The students then immersed themselves in the excerpts from the Malcolm Gladwell novel Blink.   They examined the concept of “thin-slicing” (making rapid judgments based on little information) and explored situations when this type of thinking was useful and others when it was dangerous.   They also watched clips from seminars and lectures Mr. Gladwell has done at varying business and universities.  They were visited by a representative of Fidelity Insurance who helped them to connect the abstract ideas that they were learning about with real world applications.
	The students’ final product was to work in small groups to design a project based off what they had learned in class.  They then went to the Providence Mall to run their experiments and wrote detailed reports analyzing their data.
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