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The Greene School 
Summer Reading 2011-2012



To help prepare you for the 21st century world that we’re living in, The Greene School has identified summer reading books that will inspire you and provoke thought. Our goal is to encourage all students to become life-long readers and to see reading as an integral and vital part of not only your life, but of society. Reading transports us to places we have not been and into new worlds.  It provides a filter through which we can clarify our thinking. It is with this goal in mind that we make the summer reading selections. 

· All rising 9th, 10th and 11th grade students will read the anchor text in bold under their class list. 
· CP students will also read one other book of their choice from the list for their grade level (a total of two books). 
· Honors students will read the anchor text and the honors text(s) from the class(es) in which they are taking honors.  If they are taking only one honors class (humanities or science), then they will also choose a third book from the list to read (a total of three books).  


To be prepared when you return to school in September you should do the following to help you to remember what you have read and to engage in thinking about your reading:

· Keep a journal of your reflections on your summer reading.
· Note lines, images, details that seem significant, memorable, or reveal important themes. Note favorite quotations or passages from the book (with page numbers).
· Raise probing questions.


PLEASE BRING YOUR BOOKS, JOURNALS, NOTES, AND QUESTIONS ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS.











Rising 9th grade
1. The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. When you hear the word "detective”, probably one of the first things that comes into your mind is the sharp-featured, pipe-smoking, deerstalker-hat-wearing Sherlock Holmes. He's like Frankenstein or Dracula – one of those characters who becomes so fundamental to his genre that, even if you've never read a single Sherlock Holmes story, you probably still know who he is.  These suspenseful stories from late 19th century England are full of scientific inquiry and investigation.  ISBN-10: 1936594609.
2. Girl with a Pearl Earring, by Tracy Chevalier. This historical novel, set in 17th century Delft, Holland was inspired by Delft school painter Johannes Vermeer’s painting Girl with a Pearl Earring. Chevalier presents a fictional account of Vermeer, the model, and the painting. ISBN-10: 0452287022.
3. Endurance, by Alfred Lansing. The astonishing saga of Ernest Shackleton's survival for over a year on the ice-bound Antarctic seas, as Time magazine put it, "defined heroism." To write their authoritative story, Lansing consulted with ten of the surviving members of Shackleton’s crew and gained access to diaries and personal accounts by eight others. The resulting book has all the immediacy of a first-hand account. ISBN-10: 9780786706211.
4. The Catcher in the Rye, by JD Salinger. Through the mind and voice of the legendary Holden Caulfield, we join a modern-day odyssey as the expelled preppie navigates through a lonely weekend in Manhattan. Though published in 1951, the voice of the sixteen year old narrator sounds amazingly edgy and contemporary.  ISBN-10: 0316769177.
5. A Midsummer’s Night Dream, by William Shakespeare.  This comedy portrays the events surrounding the marriage of the Duke of Athens and the Queen of the Amazons. These include the adventures of four young Athenian lovers and a group of amateur actors, who are manipulated by the fairies who inhabit the forest in which most of the play is set. The play is one of Shakespeare's most popular works for the stage and is widely performed across the world. ISBN-10: 1613820704.




















Rising 10th grade: 
1. Life of Pi, by Yann Martel. A wildly engaging story about adventure, survival, and faith. The precocious son of a zookeeper in Pondicherry, India, 16-year-old Pi Patel tries on various faiths for size, attracting "religions the way a dog attracts fleas." After a harrowing shipwreck, Pi finds himself adrift in the Pacific Ocean, trapped on a 26-foot lifeboat with a wounded zebra, a spotted hyena, a seasick orangutan, and a 450-pound Bengal tiger.  ISBN-10: 0156027321.
2. The Bean Trees, by Barbara Kingsolver. Taylor leaves home in a beat-up '55 Volkswagen bug, on her way to nowhere in particular, savoring her freedom. But when a forlorn Cherokee woman drops a baby in Taylor's passenger seat and asks her to take it, she does. This funny, inspiring book is a marvelous affirmation of risk-taking, commitment and everyday miracles. ISBN-10: 0061765228.
3. A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson. Though awed just by his visit to the camping section of his local sporting goods store, Bryson nevertheless plunges into the wilderness with the goal of hiking the length of the 2100-mile Appalachian Trail.  He emerges with a consistently comical account of a neophyte woodsman learning hard lessons about self-reliance. A Walk in the Woods is not simply about an out-of-shape, middle-aged man's desire to prove that he can still accomplish a major physical task; it's also a plea for the conservation of America's last wilderness.  ISBN-10: 9780307279460.
4. The Education of Little Tree, by Forest Carter. The Education of Little Tree is a memoir-style novel that tells of a boy orphaned very young, who is adopted by his Cherokee grandmother and half-Cherokee grandfather in the Appalachian mountains of Tennessee during the Great Depression. Since its publication in 1976, The Education of Little Tree has been loved by many readers, but recently has also been the subject of considerable controversy concerning the author’s identity.  ISBN-10: 9780826328090.
5. Monkey Wrench Gang, by Edward Abbey. Some readers have remarked that the book is more a comic book than a real novel, and it's true that reading this incendiary call to protect the American wilderness requires more than a little suspension of disbelief. The book concerns the use of sabotage to protest environmentally damaging activities in the American Southwest and was so influential that the term “ monkeywrench" has come to mean, besides sabotage and damage to machines, any sabotage, activism, law-making, or law-breaking to preserve wilderness, wild spaces and ecosystems. ISBN-10: 9780061129766.
Humanities Honors Text:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee: An Indian History of the American West, by Dee Brown Beginning with the Long Walk of the Navajos in 1860 and ending 30 years later with the massacre at Wounded Knee in South Dakota, it tells how the American Indians lost their land and lives to a dynamically expanding white society. Still controversial but with many of its premises now accepted, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee has sold 5 million copies around the world. Thirty years after it first broke onto the national conscience, it has lost none of its importance or emotional impact. ISBN-10: 9780805086843.

Science Honors Text:
The Joy of Chemistry: The Amazing Science of Familiar Things, by Cobb and Fetterolf. Cobb and Fetterolf, professors of chemistry at the University of South Carolina, avoid math and focus on real-world examples. They explain everything from flatulence (the chemical composition of intestinal gas) to pizza cheese (why mozzarella rather than, say, parmesan?). This may sound a lot like the dozens of introductory chemistry books on the market. But unlike most others, this book comes with a lab component; every chapter is preceded by an experiment using household goods. ISBN-10: 9781591027713.

Rising 11th grade:

1. Mountains Beyond Mountains, by Tracy Kidder. In the 1980’s, Paul Farmer and a trio of friends created a charitable foundation called Partners in Health to address the enormous public health and medical needs in Haiti. The story of Farmer’s journey and the growth of Partners in Health is remarkable and inspirational. Kidder's skill in sequencing both dramatic and understated elements into a reflective commentary is unsurpassed.  ISBN-10: 9780812980554. 
2. In the Time of the Butterflies, by Julia Alvarez. This is the tale of courage and sisterhood set in the Dominican Republic during the rise of the Trujillo dictatorship. A skillful blend of fact and fiction and inspired by the true story of the three Mirabal sisters who, in 1960, were murdered for their part in an underground plot to overthrow the government. ISBN-10: 9781565129764.
3. The Color Purple, by Alice Walker. A novel about an abused and uneducated black woman's struggle for empowerment. This book has been widely praised for the depth of its female characters and for its eloquent use of black English vernacular. ISBN-10: 0156031825.
4. Tallgrass, by Sandra Dallas. The setting for this compelling historical murder mystery is an internment camp set up in Colorado by the US government to retain Japanese Americans for the duration of World War II. The major discomforts and petty indignities these American citizens had to endure are viewed through the clear eyes of a young girl who lives on a nearby farm.  ISBN-10: 9780312360207.
5. Half of a Yellow Sun, by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. When the Igbo people of eastern Nigeria seceded in 1967 to form the independent nation of Biafra, a bloody, crippling three-year civil war followed. That period in African history is captured with haunting intimacy in this artful page-turner from Nigerian novelist Adichie It's a searing history lesson in fictional form, intensely evocative and immensely absorbing. ISBN-10: 9781400095209.

Humanities Honors Text:
Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption, by Laura Hillenbrand. This is the inspiring true story of a man who lived through a series of catastrophes almost too incredible to be believed. In evocative, immediate descriptions, Hillenbrand unfurls the story of Louie Zamperini--a juvenile delinquent-turned-Olympic runner-turned-Army hero. During a routine search mission over the Pacific, Louie’s plane crashed into the ocean, and what happened to him over the next three years of his life is a story that will keep you glued to the pages, eagerly awaiting the next turn in the story and fearing it at the same time. ISBN-10: 1400064163

Science Honors Text:
Microcosmos: Four Billion Years of Microbial Evolution, by Magulis and Sagan. Boston University biologist Margulis and science writer Sagan here produce a stunning, complex chronicle of four billion years, from the time when matter became "animated" and the mysteries we now call DNA and RNA became "the language of nature," to the first appearances of plant and animal life. This is a comprehensive, popularized treatment of evolutionary microbiology spelling out a dimension that Darwin possibly never imagined. ISBN-10: 0520210646.
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