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In 2011, only 1% of the food consumed by Rhode Islanders was produced locally!  Educating people about the importance of local farms is the key to increasing the amount of food produced locally. In December of 20011, fifteen members of The Greene School Community participated in an intensive class focusing on the future of agriculture in Rhode Island Farming.  Intensives consist of a group of students that concentrate on one academic topic and for a short, but intensive period of time.  During the intensive students first did a tremendous amount of research interviewing relevant professionals including:   Max Hence (Hillandale Farm), Alicia Storey (Assistant Superintendent of Westerly School District), Charile Panciera (Everbreeze Farm), Tony Spino (Owner of Dunns' Corners Market), Ken Ayars (DEM Div. Chief of Agriculture), Ted Clement (Aquidnick Island Land Trust), Christopher Champagne (Executive Chef and Owner of 84 High St.,  Paul Servideo (Stone Barns Graduate),  Gayle Gifford (Cause and Effect Inc), Christine M. Greene (PHD Nutritionist), Rick Pace (Eco Assets Inc.), Maggie Payne (NRCS Resource Soil Scientist),  Joe Collins (Executive Chef at Go Fish)  and Frank Panciera (Ocean Breeze Farm)

 	Ultimately students used the knowledge they gained to create and propose a business model that could transform the Ocean Breeze Farm into a profitable and sustainable educational farm.   After collectively creating  a “Business Model Canvas” students agreed to a value proposition that was focused on the addition of a retail value-added product line as well as the promotion overall community wellness.    Students brainstormed a wide variety of ideas to increase the profitability and viability of the farm including taking some of the cows daily milk output and using it to make a locally based ice cream to be sold on the farm.  The final product of the class was a Farm Profile and Business Model.  Small teams of students researched and reported on special focus areas including local politics, education, economics, agro-ecology, hydrology, agro-ecology, soils, cropland management and animal husbandry.   Each of these topics became a section of the final report.
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