
Sustainable Catch: Conserving Rhode Island’s Marine Ecosystem

    Rhode Island wasn’t named the “Ocean State” without reason!  With approximately 400 miles of coastline the smallest state in the union has a big task; conserving its marine ecosystems. In Sustainable Catch students researched the Ocean States marine ecosystems focusing on both the ecological and social dimensions, including sustainable fishing practices and aquaculture.  Students explored local and global fisheries and determined what practices and species are sustainable.  Sustainable Catch met the mission statement of the Greene School by allowing students to learn what it takes to be an environmental steward of Rhode Island’s marine ecosystems. For fieldwork students traveled to the Marine Science Magnet School in Connecticut, the Mystic Aquarium in CT, Charlestown Beach breachway, and Newport’s local fishing businesses.  The expert speakers that students gained knowledge from included Najih Lazar, Research Associate at URI, former Acting Deputy Chief of Division of Fish and Wildlife and a Stock Assessment Biologist for the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, as well as local fishermen and business owners in Newport.
    As a final product students created an informational guide that informs the Greene School community what local seafood is a smart choice to eat while also showing where local seafood can be purchased throughout the state of RI. In addition, students included explanations of the harmful effects of overfishing, and the benefits of sustainable practices.  The readers of the Sustainable Catch seafood guide will learn how to make smart choices as consumers when it comes to seafood.

The Essential Question:  
How can we ensure the sustainability of Rhode Island’s marine ecosystems and fisheries?

Guiding Questions:
1) Are current marine fisheries practices sustainable in RI?
2) What roles do stakeholders hold in conserving Rhode Island’s marine ecosystems?

Academic targets:
Literacy (gathering information) 

I can integrate information from a variety of texts to develop a coherent understanding of marine ecosystems in Rhode Island.

 I can compare and contrast primary and secondary resources.

Science (content)

I can evaluate the dynamics of a sustainable marine ecosystem.

Skill (product)

I can identify sustainable marine species of Rhode Island.
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