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TGS Goes Wild  

Wilderness Introduction  

BY SABINA ZUNJIC  

Staff Writer 

  

 Wilderness is one of the tradi-
tions that we have here at TGS.  The 
purpose of Wilderness is to bring us 
all closer together in our new Crews 
and to reconnect with each other since 
the summer.  We bond by playing ini-
tiatives, spending time outside, and 
having thoughtful discussions. Wil-
derness is an essential part of Crew 
bonding and TGS culture- by the time 
we all return we have all reunited with 
each other, and together, we are ready 
to take on the new and exciting school 
year! 

 

 

9th Grade Wilderness Experience  

BY ERINN COOKSON 

Staff Writer 

  

 It is the beginning of the year 
and time for the freshman to learn the 
secrets of the Wilderness Experience. 
During Wilderness the freshman 
hiked, saw historical sites, bonded 
with our Crews and made many new, 
long lasting friends. We left on the 
morning of Tuesday the 13th and re-
turned in the afternoon of Thursday 
the 15th. All of the crews hiked 
through the woods of The Alton Jones 
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Crew Names  
BY SAMIRA LAZAR  

Staff Writer 

 

 At The Greene School, Crews 
are a collection of students that one 
may or may not see much throughout 
the day who are put together to be 
able to talk about what needs to be 
talked about, participate in initiatives 
together, and generally have a great 
time with. Many consider crew a fam-
ily within the schoolña place where 
one can be as honest as possible and 
still feel as comfortable as if talking to 
a therapist. Each Crew gets to choose 
their name, with the possibility of 
changing it each year, so while some 
changed and some kept their old one,  
some got the opportunity to name 
their Crew for the first time, as it was 

brand new.  

 Colons: inspired by ADD and un-
certainty, ôThe Colonsõ was never sup-
posed to be a crew name. Last year, they 
had trouble choosing their name, so for a 
long time they left it as ôMs Edelmannõs 
Crew: (Insert name here)õ. They decided 
that The Colons would be a fairly swell 
name, and thus they became The Colon 
Crew. 

 Crewsaders: Crusaders were war-
riors who fought for their beliefs during 
the 9th to 14th century. While they were 
rather violent, the Crewsaders chose their 
name because they see themselves as lead-
ers who not only advocate for their ideas 
and beliefs, but also make a point to teach 
and inform others correct stewardship as 
well.  

 MIA: As a brand new crew, all of 
its members soon found a common thread: 
they were notoriously good at getting lost.  
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Campus and through the Arcadia 
Management area. The students of The 
Greene School go on Wilderness to 
bond with their crew and fellow class-
mates and to connect to the natural 
world. The hard work of many of The 
Greene School teachers and students 
makes the Wilderness trip happen eve-
ry year. 

 After hiking through Alton 
Jones Campus and into The Arcadia 
Management Area, we stopped to see 
some historical foundations and ceme-
teries. Finally arriving at our camp site 
after hiking 6 miles, we pitched our 
tents, and then we had some down-
time to relax and talk with our new 
found friends. We had dinner after-
wards, and every day for each meal 
one crew was in charge of making the 
meal and another was in charge of 
cleaning up while the third was in 
charge of making the fire. The next 
day we hiked 9 miles to the magnifi-
cent Stepping Stone Falls, while we 
were there we had some time to be by 
ourselves and reflect on what was go-
ing through our minds. On the third 
day we got in a group and we had a 
metaphor presented to us on what it 
meant to be a community, we all had 
to hold onto a rope and see how the 
rope was affected when one person 
moved it up or down, that showed us 
how one persons actions affect every-
one in the community. Then we made 
our way back to the school. 

 Wilderness is a way to get 
away from the hustle and bustle of 
everyday life and allows us to be sur-
rounded by the solitude of nature for a 
while. We get closer to our Crews, 
teachers and friends and we learn to 
help and rely one another and learn to 
be part of a community that is bigger 
than ourselves. 

 òIn every walk with Nature 
one receives far more than he seeks.ó  

   --John  Muir  

TGS Goes Wild  
10th Grade Wilderness Experience  

BY INDRA BOVING  

Staff Writer 

 The Sophomore class antici-
pated their Wilderness trip with mixed 
feelings; some remembered how much 
fun it had been last year, while others 
could only remember was how much 
their feet had hurt afterwards. Then, 
there were some new members off the 
class to whom this was an entirely 
new experience, and others who might 
not have ever stepped inside a tent. 
But by the end of their two night esca-
pade into the woods, they all felt the 
same thing: pride at what they had 
accomplished, a feeling of closeness 
with everyone in their grade, and 
above all, a renewed spirit for the up-
coming year (yes, they might have also 
felt a little sore). 

 Split into their crews, all of 
which were looking for a new identity 
and name, the tenth graders took off 
into the woods along Beach Pond in 
Connecticut. They would be hiking 
over five miles along the òBlue Blazed 
Trailó to their campsite, which sat near 
a beautiful lake surrounded by pines 
and home to hundreds of white 
blooming lily pads. Along the way, 
crews would be competing to see who 
could identify the most species of flora 
and fauna along their hike, and to look 
for an item that they would later have 
to ôsellõ to their classmates.  

 Upon arriving, setting up 
camp was a lively ordeal, with people 
rushing around exchanging stories 
from the trails, helping each other set 
up tents, and carrying food and gear 
from Mr. Cherko`s tricked -out truck, 
over a stream and through the woods 
to camp. The rest of the evening un-
folded with Mr. Schatz`s crew making 
dinner (pasta!), Cherko`s on fire duty, 
and Haggertys on clean up. Then, the 
next night the order would be 
switched up, with Cherko`s crew serv-
ing burritos.  

 No camping trip is complete 
without a hardy round of singing 
around a fire and ghost stories, and 
the tenth grade wilderness trip had 
both those, and more. Boom Chicka 

Boom! was a popular song both nights, 
with different people stepping up to 
lead. There were ghost stories and fun-
ny stories, and some in between. There 
were also performances when the 
crews ômarketedõ the object they had 
found on the trail, with such useful 
things for sale as the pocket rock 
(Have enemies? Just use throw the 
pocket rock and they`ll follow it 
away!), some eggshells (which repre-
sented Cherko`s crew) and some 
Green Wood (an extremely useful de-
vice that could keep away lions).  

 Daylight hours were spent 
hiking; learning how to tie knots, how 
to orienteer, or identify objects; filling 
out fieldwork journals, or spending 
time with each other.  

 òIt was a successful joining of 
bonds between our crews and classó 
one sophomore said at the end of the 
trip.  It was not only the smiles and 
excitement of the tenth graders as the 
bus rolled back into school that 
showed how much success there really 
was, but also the fact that all three 
crews emerged from the woods with 
brand new names, ready to take on the 
year ahead. 

11th Grade Wilderness Experience  

BY RILEY SWALES 

Staff Writer 

 The Junior class set out for 
their Wilderness Experience with 
mixed emotions. We were nervous, yet 
excited about the trip that lay ahead of 
us. Being the oldest class at The 
Greene School, we had to set the tone 
for younger classes. Not only because 
we were leaving first, but because we 
needed to set an example for how to 
leave efficiently in the morning, how 
to pull together, and how to behave on 
the trip itself. With that in mind, we 
embarked on our journey through the 
wilderness. 

 Hiking strenuously for as long 
as daylight allowed us, we remained 
in high hopes. Students who had the 
most energy were able to hold gear for 
the students that could have used 
some assistance. This system seemed 
to work well for us throughout the 
entire trip. It showed that we were not 
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afraid to give someone else support 
even if we had to sacrifice our own 
energy. Many members in my crew 
realized that if you remain optimistic 
and hold a conversation with someone 
who was walking the same pace, they 
focused less on how badly their feet 
hurt or how long the hike took.  

 There were several points on 
the trail when the Colons, Cairns, and 
Survivors all met up with each other 
and enjoyed lunch at a specific site. 
There were also a couple of unplanned 
times when all of the crews caught up 
to each other and hiked as a group, 
instead of within our own crews. The-
se moments were enjoyable because 
there were more people to converse 
with, offer encouragement, and it gave 
us more time to bond as a grade. 

 Every day there were three 
assigned òLeaders of the Dayó for hik-
ing. If you were one of the òLeaders of 
the Dayó within your crew, there were 
three different places where you could 
be. One leader stayed at the front of 
the crew, with a map in hand, leading 

the way and setting the pace. Another 
leader stayed in the middle of the crew 
to check on those who needed some-
thing and to ensure that both the back 
and front of the group stayed together. 
The final leader stayed in the back of 
the group to make sure that the stu-
dents in the back of the group did not 
get too separated from the students in 
the front of the group and they were 
responsible for holding onto the drom-
edary bag in case anyone in the group 
needed a water refill. Everyone in the 
crews participated in one of these roles 
at least once. It was a large responsibil-
ity but we all learned quickly that, for 
all of us to remain unified throughout 
the trip, then we had to act as a crew 
and not passengers. 

 Bonding within our crews was 
essential for this experience to run 
smoothly. After all, this was the small 
group of people that we spent four 
days with. It was impossible for differ-
ent bonds not to be formed on this trip. 
We spent a lot of time with our crews 
doing many activities including: hik-

ing, setting up tents, preparing break-
fast, making lunch, cooking dinner, 
cleaning up, sitting around the camp-
fire, and more. I am positive that every 
crew grew closer together than was 
expected. Although there may have 
been some issues throughout the ex-
cursion, we persevered and continued 
to work together.  

 After hiking nearly thirty -five 
miles over the course of four days and 
sleeping in tents for three nights, it was 
impressive that the entire Junior class 
had smiles on their faces when we ar-
rived back to campus. As a group, we 
disregarded the blisters, bug bites, 
splinters, and sore joints but instead 
realized how much we accomplished 
throughout the Wilderness Experience. 
As a grade, we confidently trudged 
down the driveway of The Greene 
School feeling successful and proud of 
what we had just achieved. Everyone 
that attended this trip definitely will 
have a story to tell about how we con-
quered the trails that many thought 
impossible before the trip.  


